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“Spanish-American Institute of International Education is an international program 

affiliated with the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, governed by Spanish rules and 
regulations that bring American and Spanish cultures and systems together”. 

 
 

4th Year Spanish Composition and Conversation. 
Summer 2016 – Session I 

 
 
Course Code: SPAN 4060 
Prerequisites: 6 semesters of college - level Spanish, including two courses in  
                          Composition and Conversation 
Language of Instruction: Spanish  
Contact Hours: 42 hours + 12  hours of language exchange activities  
Credits: 4 
Professor: Virginia Álvarez Gómez 
Email: valvarez@saiie.com  
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A. GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES 
  

- The main objective of this course is to do a very practical class combining the 
grammatical aspects with different cultural aspects of Spanish society, and 
more specifically of Seville.   

- Since this class is not theory based, the student has to prepare grammatical 
topics at home in order to be able to practice them in class later more quickly 
and efficiently and resolve any doubts.  Finally the idea behind this class is that 
it is not theoretical, but more practical, mainly taught through different 
methods (newspaper clippings, videos, interviews, etc.)  The aim is that the 
student not only learns new vocabulary, but also different social cultural 
aspects of the Spanish life that make them reflect in order to be able to give an 
opinion about them. 

 
B. SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES  
Using as a base the levels B2 and C1 of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages, at the end of the semester the student should have achieved 
the following objectives for the different language skills: 
 

- Listening Comprehension 
Understand nearly all news programs on the television and programs regarding 
current matters. Understand the majority of films in which they speak a 
standard level of Spanish.  Understand long speeches, including those that are 
not structured with total clarity. 

- Reading Comprehension  
Understand long and complex texts of literary style or based on facts, 
appreciating differences in style. Understand specialized articles and long 
technical instructions.  

- Interaction and Oral Expression  
Express yourself with fluency and spontaneity without having to obviously 
search for the appropriate expressions. Use the language with ease and 
efficiency for social and professional purposes.  Form ideas and opinions with 
precision and connect interruptions usually with those of other speakers.  
Present clear and detailed descriptions about complex topics, developing 
concrete ideas and finishing with an appropriate conclusion. 

- Written Expression  
Be able to write clear and detailed texts presenting opinions at some length.  
Be able to write about more complex topics, highlighting the most important 
aspects.  

 
C. COURSE PLAN 

 
THEME Nº 1 
-Grammatical Content 
Contrast Ser/Estar. Uses of Ser and Estar with adjectives and prepositions.  Emphatic 
structures with Ser and Estar.  Adjectives that change meaning.  Passive voice.   
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-Functional Content 
Define complex terms.  Value subjectively an attitude or behavior.  Highlight physical 
and moral characteristics.  Refer to an action as a process or result.  Describe in a 
detailed manner conditions and facts.  
 
-Lexical Content  
Vocabulary to describe the physique and morals of a person.  Vocabulary related to 
habits and customs of people.  Colloquial expressions with Ser and Estar and with parts 
of the body.  
 
-Cultural Content 
 Appearance and character of Spanish people.  The Spanish Family.  Spanish Customs.  
 
 
THEME Nº 2 
-Grammatical Content 
 Use and relation between the different past tenses in the Indicative.   
 
-Functional Content 
Recall a memory.  Narrate and describe in the past.  Write stories of a certain depth 
and length with a complicated story line. 

 
-Lexical Content 
 Vocabulary related to the memory and memories.  Biographies. 
 
-Cultural Content 
 Spanish Cinema.  The evolution of Spanish society. 
 
 
THEME Nº 3 
-Grammatical Content  
Imperfect and perfect future as indicators of probability.  Simple conditional as an  
indicator of probability.  Expressions in order to create a hypothesis or desire.  

 
-Functional Content  
Express what is considered possible or probable. Express what is considered possible 
,but far from happening.  Recall fictitious situations.  Express desires and feelings.  

 
-Lexical Content 
 Vocabulary related to the world of dreams and imagination.  Colloquial expressions. 
 
-Cultural Content 
 Contamination and recycling in Spain.  Famous Spanish people.  
 
 
THEME Nº 4 
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-Grammatical Content 
Substantive sentences with the Indicative/ Subjunctive/ Infinitive.  Revision of the  
Imperative.  Personal pronouns with the Imperative.  
 
-Functional Content 
Express desires, feelings, wishes, prohibition, order, and request.  React towards 
something.  Express an opinion about something.  Influence others.  Grant permission. 
Give advice and instructions.  Warn.  Ask for something with a nature of urgency. 

 
-Lexical Content 
News and newspapers.  Vocabulary related to the expression of opinions and 
communication.   

 
-Cultural Content 
 Advertising in Spain.  Stereotypes.  Politics in Spain, new political movements in Spain.  
 
 
THEME Nº 5 
-Grammatical Content 
 Relative clauses with Indicative/ Subjunctive.  
 
-Functional Content 
Characterize and identify people, places, and things.  Ask about the existence or not of 
something or of someone. 

 
-Lexical Content 
 Vocabulary related to technology. 
 
-Cultural Content 
 Spanish inventions. 
 
 
THEME Nº 6 
-Grammatical content 
Connectors that express cause or finality.  Use of the causal and finality modes. 
Por/Para. 

 
-Functional Content 
 Ask and express cause.  Ask and express finality.  
 
-Lexical Content 
 Reflexive/non reflexive verbs.  Changes of meaning with/without pronouns.  Verbs 
expressing change.  Lexicalized expressions.  Bullfighting expressions.  
 
-Cultural Content 
Animal abuse.  Popular festivals in Spain.  Bullfighting.  
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THEME Nº7 
-Grammatical content 
 Subordinate, temporal, conditional, and concessive clauses.  
 
-Functional Content 
Express time relations between actions.  Present a fact that prevents another fact or 
keep in mind an idea, but don´t let yourself be influenced by it.  Express possible, not 
really probable, or impossible conditions in the present, past, or future. 

 
-Lexical Content 
Vocabulary related to superstitions and peculiarities.  Vocabulary related to the 
future.  Colloquial expressions.   

 
-Cultural Content 
The Spanish sense of humor.  Spain and Europe.  Tourism in Spain.  
 
 
D. ASSESSMENT, CLASS RULES, AND CALENDAR 
 
-CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 
To calculate the final grade, the teacher will apply the following guidelines:  
 
Quiz 1……………………………...…………..……10% 
Quiz 2…………………………………………....….10% 
Midterm Exam………………………………....20% 
Final Exam………………….........................20% 
Exchange Compositions…….……………...10%  
Essays……………………………………………..…18% 
Oral Presentation…………………………..….12% 
 
- CLASS ATTENDANCE 
- Class attendance is mandatory, if a student has more than 2 absences, the final 

grade may be reduced by 10%.  
- It is not possible to change the date of an exam, a composition, or essay.  
- It is necessary that students are punctual, it is not possible to enter class five 

minutes after class has begun.  
 

-ESSAYS 
The student will write two essays:    
 
1.Film ……………………………8%              Due May 27th 
 
The student after watching the film in class will write an essay in which they should 
develop:   
a) Description and analysis of characters in the film.  
b) The plot of the film. 
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c) Topics in the film. 
d) Expressions and vocabulary in the film.  
e) Elements of Spanish culture that we can see in the film.  
 
2. Research Project……....10%          Due June 1st 
The student will write a text about a topic that interests them and is related to Spanish 
culture.  They may use any reference material so long as they reference it at the end of 
the text and they positively assess the specific information obtained through the 
language exchange activity.  It is necessary that the student also shows his or her own 
ideas and conclusions on the topic. 
 
To obtain the final grade for the essays, the professor will assess the different aspects 
of the text in the following way:  
*Information and originality……..20% 
*Written Expression………………….75% 
*Presentation……………………………5% 
 
The first essay must be 800-850 words long and the second essay must be between 
1300-1400 words typed and double-spaced. 
 
-ORAL PRESENTATION 
During the course the student must do two oral presentations.  The presentation will 
last 15 minutes.  The first will be about a topic chosen by the student and of general 
interest, and the second will be about the research project.  During the presentation 
students may not read from a text, although they may use some notes or index cards 
as an outline.    
 
The professor will positively assess the following:  
*Originality in the presentation………….10% 
*Information……………………………………....20% 
*Oral expression and pronunciation…….70% 
 
Oral Presentation 1………….. May 25th  
Oral Presentation 2……………June 1st 
 
-LANGUAGE EXCHANGE COMPOSITIONS  
Students must hand in 3 compositions of 450-475 words long each one on the 
following topics, in which the professor will assess the same aspects as the essays.  
Communication and interaction with native speakers/exchanges that the student 
demonstrates in these essays, will be positively assessed.  
 
- 1 “Spanish Customs”……………………………………..May 19th   
- 2 “Corpus Christi in Seville”……………………………May 30th  
- 3 “Differences between the future expectations of a young American and of a 

young Spaniard.”…………………………………………...June 2nd 
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-EXAMS 
The purpose of the exams is to evaluate through different types of written 
activities the comprehension and assimilation of the necessary theoretical and 
practical content in order to achieve the specific set objectives for this course in 
agreement with the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
Each exam will consist of different types of practical questions, in general these 
exams will include: 
 

- Closed answer questions (true/false, fill in the blanks, multiple choice)……30% 
 

- Open answer questions (complete sentences, write short answers, give examples,  
comment on texts, write complex essays, where the student expresses their 
opinions, always using the theoretical and practical content studied in 
class.)……………………………….….70% 

 
 

-CALENDAR 
-Start of classes: May 16th 
-End of classes: June 3rd 
-Quiz 1: May 18th  
-Quiz 2: May 30th 
-Midterm Exam: May 24th 
-Final Exam: June 3rd 
 
E. MATERIALS 
-Materials provided by the professor that include the necessary theoretical and 
practical content in order to achieve the specific course objectives for each learning 
skill in agreement with the objectives set by the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages. 
 
-BIBLIOGRAPHY  
   Gramática de uso del Español. Teoría y práctica. C1-C2 
   Luis Aragonés. Ramón Palencia. 
   Ediciones SM-ELE 2010 
    
   Uso de la gramática española. Avanzado 
   Francisca Castro. 
   Edelsa 2011 
 
   Nuevo Prisma C1. Libro de ejercicios. 
   Genis Castro y josé Vicente Ianni. 
   Edinumen 2011. 
 
   Nuevo Ven B2 / B2+.  
   F. Marín. R. Morales. M. de Unamuno. 
   Edelsa. Grupo Didascalia 2006 
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   Método de Español para extranjeros. Avanzado. 
   Selena Millares. 
   Edinumen 
 
 
Please note 
 
Students can make use of resources that Seville´s public libraries offer, especially:  
 
- Biblioteca Infanta Elena en avenida Mª Luisa s/n  
- Biblioteca Central de la Universidad de Sevilla en c/ San Fernando nº 4 

                            
                                
       


